2G January 1981 


Itear Harold, 


-i^ank ;/ou. foi- your letter of "ciie 23rd and for the copy of youi' letter to 
Cnnrlet? liiiiria. 

That Lifton tried to paint a very negative picture of in hie. book caiiis 
x.a- z-'j-j. prise, tihat dio surprise isie vas that he thssn proceeded to deEcribe’ 
}iis progressive disenchantment with Liebsler and to sliow tiiat in fact ,-ai sy 
r-ciOings weic yustxfied — to snovr that he gave Liebeisr afflsunition to uee 
against txie critics, ana that Liebeier was detetiidned to defend the ftarrea 
-dex., c av any cost without even ackno'-aileaging that my advice sas right 
on tax'get. But what else should one expect from a slimy despicable bastard 
like Lifton? 

I B-iycss that his book xfirl be harmful to the critics and harmful to any 
iationar reascnable reexamination of the assassination. He is becomin.'s: a 
"star of stage screen aixa television" in his effort to promote tr.e book. 

But I i“e8l pretty sure that the book, will fail, out of its inherent -weaknesses 
s.aa the preposterous nature of his over-ail hypothesis. Indeed, Reger and I 
i-Hd a itonderful fantasy of reenacting the thrse-vehicie, two-coffin, exits and 
eiitrancea sequence, with the Marx Brothers playing the parts, and laughed 
Ouhselver into aching sides and streaming ayes. 

If Ceorgs McMillan or arjyone else of his ilk calls me, I plan to any 
.-:e 2 x-iy that I haven't had time to read the book yet. As for the eaX'thsheicLnr- 
discovery -- you may remember that he told me in 1966 that he xsed taken it to 
Liebeier but that he would not sr^iare it with arxy of the critics, which slicckec 
and outraged me and caused me to break off nil contact with Lifton for a long 
time. I deduce fro:n his bock that the "earthsliakirxg ciiscoveiy" the alleged 
"surgery" reference in the Sibert-G'Seill report, which was iiardly exclusive, 
since you and I'red Hewcosb had already discovered it and written about it. 

Much cf the "disguise and deception" was harried cut by Lifton himself, 
and no one can read tlie book without learning from his own narration that he 
v.as consistent.a.y dishonest, nasty, and self —serving. . His own rcoe v'i*' * be 
sul'ficieiit to hang him. 

ilsroxd, I do nope that you are beginning to feel. better ;md more comfortable 
— as ycu p.uet kiio'w, all your friends incluaing Roger, and 'nyse.if are coi-cerned 
a’ceat your wel?.-being and -wish you rexiewed hearth. '.Ss'ith waxnest regards rxa 
affection, . . 

■ Yours as ever. 



